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Applicants hereby present a preliminary amendment to the above-identified application 
adding the following claim(s) from the following application serial numbers), and hereby 
expressly abandon the following corresponding applications) as indicated below: 



Claims 


Applications Serial No(s). 


Expressly Abandon 
Applkation(t) 


X 


08/XXX.XXX 




Y 


08/YYY.YYY 


Abandoned 


Z 


QV777J77, 


Abandoned 















The preliminary amendment adding the above-identified claims is hereby entered in the 
above-identified application and examined along with original claims XXX. An action 
on the merits is to follow. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to 'fibfQ9. Remarks that exist for pending claims'^fctt, have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



o 



verview. 



have agreed to 
Wherein applicants 



As a preliminary matter, it is understood that applicants and the PTC 
consolidate co-pending applications from -329 in number to -78 in number 
"claim" priority benefit under Section 120 for -41/78 to 9/1 1/87 ('87), and -3^/78 to 1 1/3/81 
('81). However, to date, applicants have failed to complete the consolidation. Ror example and 
for illustration, in the group of 37/78, examiner finds consolidation papers for ohMS of 37.' 
Applicants must understand that their failure, to date, to complete the consolation has contributed 
to delay in prosecution, noting that the agreement to consolidate was made over a n entire year 
ago. 2 Clarification is requested for when applicants intend to carry forth completion of their 



'See Appendix B for examiners count of cases having consolidation papers. It is noted, 
for ex, that "group" 8 fails to map the claims, and hence is not within consonance of agreement 
311(1 ther efore is recognized as an amendment to an outstanding office action. 

2 For illustration, it is noted that the co-pending application no. 08/474,964 (see "group' 
30 in Appendix B) consolidation was received 3/9/99. Therein, on page 9 (paper 20), applicants 
-liege "In consonance with the agreement...Applicants...join the claims", etc. 
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